
Speakers 

The breakout session leaders are all very experienced on the topics they will cover and we are sure that you will find 

their presentations informative, encouraging and helpful. 

 

Jason Weber ς Keynote Speaker from Hope for Orphans 

Jason oversees the development and implementation of content and programs for Hope for Orphans. Jason is the 
author of the book Launching an Orphans Ministry in Your Church and he and his wife, Trisha, are co-authors of the 
FamilyLife Homebuilders Bible Study entitled Considering Adoption: A Biblical Perspective.  Jason is also one of co-hosts 
of the If You Were Mine DVD Adoption Workshop published by FamilyLife Publishing.  Jason is a national speaker and 
workshop leader on adoption and church orphans ministry. 

Jason and his wife Trisha graduated from the University of Kansas School of Social Work in 1996 and have been on staff 
with Campus Crusade for Christ since graduation.  During their first seven years on staff they lived and worked in inner 
city Denver.  They have been on staff with Hope for Orphans since 2004.   Jason and Trisha have been foster parents 
since 2001 and have adopted their four children from the foster care system. 

Breakout Session:  Hope For Orphans 

  

John Bentley 

Eight years ago when God called me to China, I was a middle-aged attorney who had never been to Bible school, had no background 

ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŀǘǎƻŜǾŜǊΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 

candidate to be one of His representatives to the people of China, but I came in faith.  By my early thirties I had achieved the 

American dream.  When God called me to China I walked away from the American dream and upgraded to abundant life in Christ.  I 

would love to come and share about my journey in faith and our work in China and Ethiopia. 

Breakout Session:  Harmony Outreach ς China & Africa Orphan Care 



 

Steve Allen 

Steve and his wife Carrie have five children, three of whom are adopted from China.  Having walked through infertility issues, their 

two biological children led to adopting to healthy infants and then the adoption of a 12-year-old.  Steve recently served as Youth 

Pastor in Spokane and currently the director of Mission Connexion Inland Northwest and is working at equipping and mobilizing the 

local church and individuals as they pursue the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  In addition, he has been leading short term 

teams into China to minister to the needs of orphaned and abandoned children. 

Breakout Session:  Orphan Care ς Leading a Short Term Mission Trip 

 

 

 

Mike Magnotti 

Mike Magnotti, the director of the Wenatchee office of New Life Adoptions, has lived in Washington State since January of 1973.    
Mike earned a BA degree Biblical literature 1977.  For 20 years he served as a police officer for the city of Wenatchee, retiring at the 
rank of sergeant in December 2006.  During his police career Mike specialized in the areas of sexual assault, child abuse and 
domestic violence.  In December 1996 Mike earned an MA degree in Leadership Studies from City University, Bellevue.  He returned 
to graduate school with City U in 1999 and in September 2004 he earned a second MA degree in Counseling Psychology.  Mike 
worked part time for the Wenatchee office of Catholic Family and Child Services as a mental health therapist from February 2004 
until retiring from the Wenatchee Police.   During this time he was certified as a mental-health professional and a child mental 
health specialist.  Mike became a licensed mental health counselor with the state of Washington in November 2007. Mike began 
working for Antioch adoptions in July 2007.  Mike and his wife Rosie have been married for 33 years and have two adult children and 
two grandchildren.  You can listen to Mike's radio programs on KPQ 560 AM at about 8:05 AM on Wednesday mornings and his 
afternoon show, Street Talk and Other Stuff, also on KPQ 560 AM, from 1:00 to 2:00 PM Thursday and Friday afternoons.  Mike is an 
accomplished speaker and would love to come to your church, group or service club to tell you more about New Life Adoptions and 
Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ άaŀƪŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀ wŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 9ǾŜǊȅ /ƘƛƭŘΦέ  ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ aƛƪŜ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƴŀǘŎƘŜŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ New Life Adoptions by 
calling 888-2768, or stopping by his office in Living Hope Church, 11 N. Chelan, Wenatchee.    
 
Breakout Session:   New Life Adoptions 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Janell Lucas 

Janell joined the Lifeline team in 2008. Her main focus is helping families to gather their dossier paperwork and to assist the program 

director with the expanding special needs program. Janell also assists with the marketing and development of literature and 

promotions for the new and established programs at Lifeline. Janell lives with her husband Mark in Spokane Valley, WA. They have 

been blessed with 3 incredible daughters and one very special son. Their twins, Valerie and Vanessa, were adopted through LƛŦŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ 

China program in 2002 and Zoe was born to them the following year. Mark and Janell recently adopted their seven year old son, 

aƛƪŜȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴ нллф. 

Breakout Sessions: 

¶ Special Needs Adoption Process ς ά²ŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ƭƻǎǎƻƳέ 

¶ [ƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Agency 

 

 

 

Melissa Swanson 

Melissa serves as Lifeline's Washington State Social Worker, completing home studies, adoption education, and post-adoption 

services. Melissa received her BSW, with triple minors in Sociology, Anthropology and Psychology, from Texas Tech University in 

1979. She worked with Lifeline from 2003-2005 as a social worker, and re-joined Lifeline in 2008. She has over 18 years experience 

with families in the areas of attachment/bonding, parenting assessment, mental health counseling, crisis management, pregnancy 

counseling, and adoption. Melissa has trained with world renowned instructors in attachment/bonding, and has travelled to China to 

assist in educating orphanages regarding preparing child files for Special Needs adoption. Melissa and her husband, Paul, are proud 

parents of sons, Eric and Chris. 

Breakout Sessions: 

¶ How to Pick An Agency 

¶ Special Needs Adoption Process ς ά²ŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ .ƭƻǎǎƻƳέ 

 

mailto:j.lucas@lifelineadoption.org


 

Dave Wood 

Dave Wood holds a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Theology from Liberty University. He has over 27 years of professional 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǳǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŘoption to 
connect incredible families to orphaned children, and in the process provide a path of hope for orphans who remain unadopted. 
Dave, and his beautiful wife Johnna, are the proud parents of three amazing children, Katie, Kristen, and Harrison. 
 

Breakout  Sessions:   

¶ How to Pick An Agency 

¶ Lifeline Agency 

¶ The Forgotten Orphan 

 

 

Lance Vickerman 
 
Lance Vickerman has been a budget analyst for the United States government for over 15 years.  He holds a BA in International 

Business Administration from Washington State University.  He has been married for over 16 years to his wife, Kirsten.  They live 

with their 4 children (2 biological, 2 adopted) in Kennewick, WA.  They attend Calvary Chapel Tri-Cities and are involved with the 

Orphan/Adoption Ministry. 

Breakout Session:  Finances - ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ϷϷϷ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΚέ 

 

 

 



 

Stephanie Howes 
 
IŜƭƭƻΣ L ŀƳ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ IƻǿŜǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ƳŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ .ǳǘΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀns gave us 
ten years to be just the two of us together and then to be there for my parents when my Dad was diagnosed with terminal cancer.  
While going through this with my parents, my cousin ended up pregnant and unable to keep her baby. This spurred us to get our 
Foster license, but before they let us have our angel full time my Dad passed away. I am very grateful to have had that time with my 
Dad to be there with him. One month after that, we were offered two brothers through the Foster system. The oldest Christopher (2 
½ yrs.) was low muscle toned and needed help to keep moving, but is also a joker with a handsome smile. Dakota (5 months) and 
still struggling to make it -unable to keep food down, handle touch, noise, or light. For a mother having waited to love on her baby 
but not being able to, broke my heart. Through love and work he has become one of the greatest joys in my life. Two months after 
we got the boys we finally got our angel. Although angry from all the moves, she was happy to be home and now we are a happy 
family of five. 
 
Breakout Session:  How to Help Your Drug and Alcohol Affected Child 

 

 

Carl Robanske 

Carl Robanske is the founder and Chairman of the Walla Walla-based nonprofit organization, Embracing Orphans. 
Embracing Orphans is made up entirely of volunteers interested in using their talents and abilities to improve the lives of the orphaned. Through 
fundraising, outreach trips, and positive relationships with organizations caring for orphans E.O. hopes to change the quality of life for orphaned 
children. 
 
Now in its third year of operation within Jamaica, E.O. has completed a lengthy list of projects that benefit the orphaned and facilities that house 
them. Some of the projects include building and furnishing a playroom and library; facility maintenance work such as drywall, painting and 
electrical work; starting a preschool program that includes teacher training and supplies; funding dental check-ups; installing hands-on toddler toys 
and two commercial-style playgrounds; replacement of toddler cribs, paying overdue utility bills, and educating orphanage staff on childcare topics. 
Most recently Embracing Orphans teamed with Carribean Young Life to host the first Young Life Camp in Jamaica. The Windsor Girls Young Life 
Camp was free to the orphaned, abused, and neglected teen girls from St. Ann's Bay.  
 
Through E.O. more than 150 volunteers from a dozen states and three countries have assisted in embracing the orphaned of Jamaica.  
There are many ways in which you, your church, business, or small group can get involved. 
 
Join Mr. Robanske and other Embracing Orphans volunteers as they share the journey that led to Jamaica, how God is working in this ministry,  and 

how you can get involved.  If you'd like to see some of what we are currently doing visit us at www.embracingorphans.blogspot.com  
 
 

Breakout Session:  Embracing Orphans 

http://www.embracingorphans.blogspot.com/


 

Marilyn Weaver 

Marilyn Weaver, mother of four (one adopted) and grandmother of eight.   I have worked for Adoption Advocates International 

since the inception of the agency in 1983.   My families are scattered throughout the eastern side of Washington and I have had the 

privilege of placing many children from all over the world.   At this time AAI works with Ethiopia, China, Thailand, Ghana, and Burkina 

Faso.   As an adoption counselor, I write home studies and provide post placement services.     

Breakout Session:  Home Study  

 

 

 

Colleen Howell 
 
My name is Colleen Howell.  My husband and I have had the privilege of adopting nine children.  We have experienced infant as well 
as older child adoptions.  I have worked as an Adoption Caseworker for over 20 years and feel that my personal experience of 
adoption has helped me to be a more understanding caseworker. We have lived in Goldendale, WA for 27 years where my husband 
has pastored.  We are still raising twelve year old twin girls and are enjoying grandparenting six grandchildren. 
 
Breakout Session:  Bethany Christian Services 
 
 

Sara Clark & Lila Rose 

 

 Sara Clark: I have worked for Lutheran Community Services for over 5 years.  I started as a therapeutic counselor for at risk youth.  

A year later I became the coordinator for the Teens Helping Teens program which promotes abstinence amongst our youth.  

Currently I am a co-teacher of the Divorced Parenting Seminars, and the coordinator for Families For Kids Recruitment of foster 

parents in region 2.  I love working with children and helping communities understand the large need for loving foster parents.   

 

Lila Rose: I was a foster parent for over 30 years. I raised teen boys and girls. I was also a trainer with the state and have been a 

support Specialist for 15 years and am now the Region 2 Support and Retention Coordinator. 

I have a special place in my heart for caregivers and the trials that face them in raising children who have troubled backgrounds. 

I believe the more support they have, the better they can do the work ahead of them. 

 

Break out Session:  Families for Kids 



 
 

Ryan Krueger 

I graduated from Central Washington University in 1997 with a degree in criminal Justice.  I then served in the United States Coast 

Guard as a narcotics officer and a law enforcement trainer.  Lƴ нлло L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

from Washington State University.  I was a drug and alcohol counselor at Othello High School.  I worked for Benton County 

Emergency Management as an anti-terrorist/emergency planner and trainer.  I worked for Benton/Franklin Juvenile Justice as a 

probation officer.  I then became a manager for a private agency and director of a youth ranch for foster kids. I currently work DSHS 

in Richland, WA.  I have been a trainer for the department for the past year-and-a-half. 

For the past 6 years my wife and I have been foster parents.  We have had approx. 30 placements.  We have two biological children 

(1 and 4) and we are adopting a 10-year-old girl that was in the foster care system. 

Breakout Sessions: 

¶ Foster Care 101 
 
 

 
 

 

Trevor Macduff 

Trevor Macduff is an adoptive father of 7 children at the time of publication (#8 is on the way...).  He is involved in the 
Koinonia Institute where he studies and teaches courses on the Bible and Small Group Leadership.  He spends the rest of 
his time teaching public school courses to support homeschooling families in the Richland School District. 
 

Breakout Session:    άLŦ ȅƻǳ ²ŜǊŜ aƛƴŜέ DVD series from Hope For Orphans 

 

 



 

Lynn & Jennie Owens 

Lynn is a Tri-Cities native. He graduated from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago in 1994 and studied at the University of Wisconsin before beginning his ministry to at-
risk youth at Rawhide Boys Ranch in New London Wisconsin. After five years doing residential care, Lynn accepted the call to become the youth pastor at Appleton 
Alliance Church, where he lead one of the largest ministries to Jr. High Students in that state . It would be only four years however, before he felt the tug on his heart 
to return to ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘƛŜǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ 

Lynn met his wife Jennie during his tenure in Appleton. Jennie has worked with children of all ages for over 16 years. Her work experience includes teaching, 
leadership training, team development, event planning, volunteer recruitment and counseling. She has worked in multiple group home settings with abused and 
abandoned children. In addition to her MA in Education, Jennie has received extensive training in therapeutic parenting and Reactive Attachment Disorder. 

Together they lived in & opened a new emergency shelter for boys in Florida. Their second resident was a six year old boy that had been in and out of shelters his 
entire life. One year later that boy and his 10 yeŀǊ ƻƭŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ WŜƴƴƛŜ ϧ [ȅƴƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Wǳǎǘ н Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
third child into their home, a 10-year-old boy from Washington. 

Combined, Jennie and Lynn have worked closely with over 100 children in foster & group care over the past 14 years. Their passion to help abused and neglected 
children prompted them to found Forever Homes. As adoptive parents to three older foster children, They continue to receive on-the-job training in helping children 
heal every day. Their vision is to make sure that every abused, abandoned and orphaned child in the world will have a permanent safe and loving home. 

Breakout sessions:  

¶ Adoption Essentials: Preparing for the adventure:   

¶ Advanced Parenting Techniques 

¶ Who is that Crazy Lady! 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve & Bobi Whinery 

In 1982, Steve married Bobi Sparks who also had been raised in Riverside. A little over a year after their wedding, God led Steve and 
Bobi to move to Big Bear, Calif., where they had been involved in the startup of a Calvary Chapel fellowship. About 3 months after 
their arrival, Steve was asked to be assistant pastor at that fellowship. Although the position was a paid one for about 11 months, he 
went back to construction because of financial considerations. Steve was assistant pastor in Big Bear for 7 years. 
 
In 1990, feeling that God had called them to the Tri-Cities area, they moved to Kennewick, along with several good friends. Steve got 
a job and began a home fellowship in their apartment. God began to bless and Calvary Chapel of Tri-Cities was the result. Steve went 
on paid staff, full time, in 1994. 
Steve and Bobi have two children, Bethany, born in 1994, and Nathan, who arrived in 1998. 
 

Breakout session:   Domestic Adoption Panel 

 



 

Megan Palmer 
 
!ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ Children International is a non-profit Christian organization passionately serving children by providing hope through our 
life-changing ministries of adoption, orphan care, humanitarian work, missions program and prayer teams. Aside from our 
commitment to excellent service, communication and support, we also provide home study services, child placement and extensive 
post adoption support to every family who chooses to take their adoption journey with us. 
All DƻŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ό!D/LύΣ www.allgodschildren.org, 1-800-214-6719 
 

Breakout session:   !ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅ 

 

 

 

 

Suzie Toews 

Suzie Toews has a family legacy rich in history of caring for orphans, the needy and the disenfranchised in our society.  Suzie 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ LŘŀƘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ {ocial 
Work from West Virginia University.  She has worked as a clinical social worker, supervised clinical work for Idaho DCFS, directed 
clinical services at an inpatient psychiatric hospital, provided therapy in school settings and is currently Eastern WashingtƻƴΩǎ 
Program Director for Olive Crest, a child placing agency based upon Judeo-Christian values.  Suzie is also the director of Mordecai 
Ministries, a non-profit in the Spokane area that supports local churches and the faith based community as they reach out into the 
community and their own area of influence for Jesus Christ. 

 

Breakout session:   Mordecai Ministries 

http://www.allgodschildren.org/


 

 

Joanne Hotchkiss 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ WƻŀƴƴŜ IƻǘŎƘƪƛǎǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜnts 
and others in need, which planted in her a passion for issues of justice and the Church of Jesus Christ ministering to those in their 
congregations, communities and the world.  Called into ministry, she earned a BA in Christian Education with a ministry emphasis 
from Seattle Pacific University and then followed it up with an additional AAS in Early Childhood Education from Spokane Falls 
Community College.  Joanne has served in inclusive church-based early childhood programs in Seattle and Spokane as a teacher and 
director, and has taught in all areas of church ministry, including serving as a Director of Christian Education and Director of Care 
Ministries in her local church. 

 

Breakout session:   Mordecai Ministries 

 

 

Susan Kellie 

Susan Kellie is the southeastern Washington representative for Olive Crest Homes and Services for Abused Children. She works 

directly with foster/adopt families and children to provide loving homes and quality services. Susan is an active CASA/GAL for Benton 

and Franklin counties. She has a BS degree in Psychology from Washington State University. 

Breakout session:   Olive Crest 

 

 



 

Julee Feser 

Julee is has been the bride of Mike Feser for almost twenty years. She is delighted daily that the guy she had such a crush on in high 
school is the man she gets to call "husband". Mike and Julee are proud parents of twenty five biological and adopted children who 
were born in the U.S., China, South Africa, Ethiopia and Vietnam. They will soon welcome home two more daughters from Ethiopia. 
Julee loves that she is able to be a full time homemaker and homeschooler. She is "proudest" to call herself a child of the King and 
follower of our Lord Jesus.   

Breakout session:   Living As a Mega Size, Multi National and Multi Needs Family  

 

Crystal Questad 

A full time stay at home mom, of six, in which, two are adopted from Ethiopia. We are in the process of adopting again  

to add two more blessing to our family. In the process of our last adoption, I met a lady who had adopted from Ethiopia 6  

months before me. She was having a very hard time.  I contacted her to pray with her, this began a relationship. We talked back and 

forth for many months. But, In the end she disrupted.  It was very disheartening but God used this disruption to start my passion for 

those hurting kids.  

Breakout session:    The Ugly Side of Adoption 

 

 

Jana Sheehan 

Jana Sheehan is a stay-at-home mom to six wonderful kids.  She and her husband, Bill, have adopted twice from Vietnam and once 

from China.  She is a long-time adoption advocate and sometime blogger.  One of her favorite past times is supporting others who 

are going through the adoption process 

Breakout session:    Myths & Misconceptions 


